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2 The Walk
 For centuries, Kazimierz was home to active 
communities of both Christians and  Jews. Though 
divided by a wall, the two groups co-existed 
(largely peacefully) as they carved out separate 
spaces for living and worshipping. This walk takes 
in some of that diverse community.

Start Most Grunwaldzki U 11, 18, 22, 52

Finish ul Starowi lna U 3, 9, 19, 24, 50

Length 3km; two hours

5 Take a Break
 Plac Wolnica, poised between the historic Christian 
and Jewish areas, is ideal for a break. M ynek Café 
(p75 ) is a dependable vegetarian option and good 
for salads or coffee. Well Done (p76 ) is a likeable 
burger and BBQ joint on trendy ul Mostowa.

1 Pauline Church 
of SS Michael & 
Stanislaus 
Pauline Church of SS 
Michael & Stanislaus  
(p73) is a mid-18th-
century Baroque church 
that enjoys a great view 
over the river, but feels 
hidden from the city. The 
most interesting feature 
is the crypt, which holds 
the remains of several 
eminent cultural figures, 
including Nobel-prize-
winning writer Czes aw 
Mi osz (1911-2004).

2 St Catherine’s 
Church
 St Catherine’s (p71)
dates from the very 
earliest days of the 14th 
century, when Kazi-
mierz was a separate 
town from Kraków. 
The Gothic exterior is 
largely unchanged, and 
the spacious interior is 
used for concerts and 
festival events (in addi-
tion to mass).

3 Corpus 
Christi Church
 Founded in 1340, 
the Corpus Christi 
Church  (p73) was for a 
time Kazimierz’s parish 
church. The stark exte-
rior is Gothic, but the 
interior is Baroque, with 
some early-15th-century 

stained-glass windows 
in the sanctuary.

4 High Synagogue 
 Leave the historically 
Christian area as you 
walk east along ul w 
Wawrzy ca to the Jew-
ish quarter. Turn left 
at ul W ska to see the 
evocative facade of the 
High Synagogue (p70). 
Today it is inactive but 
has a photo exhibit on 
the second floor.

5 Remuh 
Synagogue & 
Cemetery
 Wind your way through 
the narrow streets 

until you end up at ul 
Szeroka, traditionally 
the centre of the Jew-
ish quarter. Although 
the name means ‘wide 
street’, it looks more like 
an elongated square. 
Near the northern end 
is the 16th-century 
Remuh Synagogue 
(p70) and the adjacent 
cemetery.

6 Jewish Museum 
 Housed in the early 
16th-century ‘Old 
Synagogue’ – true to 
its name, it’s the oldest 
surviving synagogue 
in the country – this 
Jewish Museum 

(p70), a branch of the 
Historical Museum of 
the City of Kraków, is 
a great primer on local 
Jewish history and 
sacred objects.

7 Galicia 
Jewish Museum
 Just outside the main 
Jewish quarter, along 
gritty but gentrifying 
ul Dajwor, the Galicia 
Jewish Museum (p64) 
aims to link the city’s 
Jewish heritage to the 
modern day through 
photographs and text.

Christian & 
Jewish Kazimierz
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 Christian & Jewish Kazimierz  123122

Don’t Miss
Wall Paintings
 The first details you’ll notice on entering the 
church are the elaborate and colourful wall 
paintings. Many of these paintings are the work 
of the 19th-century Polish master of Realism, Jan 
Matejko, and they harmonise beautifully with the 
medieval architecture and the intricacy of the high 
altar. Don’t forget to look up: also noteworthy is 
the dazzling star-flecked blue ceiling.

Stained-Glass Windows 
 The chancel, the chamber that surrounds the main 
altar, is illuminated by a series of magnificent 
stained-glass windows dating from the late-14th 
century. On the opposite side of the church, above 
the organ loft, is a fine Art Nouveau stained-glass 
window by the early-modern masters  Stanis aw 
Wyspia ski and  Józef Mehoffer.

Carved Altarpiece 
 Measuring 13m high and 11m wide, the church’s 
celebrated altarpiece is the country’s largest 
and most important piece of medieval art. 
It took a decade for its maker, Veit Stoss, to 
complete the work before it was consecrated in 
1489. Stoss carved the piece in lime wood, and 
after that it was painted and gilded. The main 
scene represents the Assumption of the Virgin 
surrounded by the Apostles.

Tower 
 Be sure to listen for the bugler’s call on the hour. 
The melody is as old as the church itself and is 
associated with many of the city’s legends (see 
boxed text, p51). If you’d like to see how the city 
looks from way up here, you can pay a separate 
admission to climb the 239 steps of the 82m-
high tower (bring your own bugle).

y Top Tips
  The best place to 

hear the bugle call and 
to see the bugler in 
action is to stand in the 
small courtyard in front 
of the Church of St 
Barbara.

 Worshippers can 
enter for free through 
the main entrance on 
the southwestern side; 
tourists must enter 
through the side door to 
the southeast and pay an 
admission price.

 The altarpiece is 
opened daily at 11.50am 
and closed at 5.30pm, 
except for Saturday night 
when it’s left open for the 
Sunday morning mass.

 Though the church is 
crammed with visitors, 
try to exercise some 
discretion for the sake 
of the people who are 
there to worship, not 
sightsee.

5 Take a Break 
 Green Day (p55), just 
a couple blocks away 
behind the church, is 
great for a pick-me-up 
smoothie or cheap and 
healthy lunch.

 Overlooking the main square, this striking red-
brick church, best known simply as  St Mary’s, 
is dominated by two towers of different heights. 
The first church here was built in the 1220s and 
following its destruction during a Tatar raid, 
construction of the basilica began. Tour the 
exquisite interior, with its remarkable carved 
wooden altarpiece, and in summer climb the 
tower for excellent views. Don’t miss the hourly 
hejna  ( bugle call) from the taller tower.

1 Map p46, C5

%12 422 0737

www.mariacki.com

Plac Mariacki 5, Rynek 
G ówny

adult/concession church 
10/5z , tower 15/10z

h11.30am-5.30pm Mon-
Sat, 2-5.30pm Sun

j1, 6, 8, 13, 18
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Top Sights
 St Mary’s Basilica 

St Mary’s Basilica Old Town 3938

For more information,
see Survival Guide (p143)

  Currency
 Polish z oty (z )

 Language
 Polish

 Visas
 Generally not required for stays of up to 

three months.

Money
 ATMs widely available and credit cards 

accepted at many restaurants and hotels 
across the city.

   Mobile Phones
 Phones use GSM 900/1800, compatible 

with mobile phones from the rest of Europe, 
Australia and New Zealand, but not with 

most North American phones.

 Time
 Central European Time (GMT/UTC plus 

one hour)

 Plugs & Adapters
 Plugs have two round pins; electric current 

is 230V, 50Hz. North American travellers 
will need adaptors and – depending on the 

device – transformers.

  Tipping
 In pubs, cafes and restaurants, add 10% if 

service has been good. Taxi drivers won’t 
expect a tip, but it’s  ne to round up to the 

nearest 5z  to reward special service.

 Arriving in Kraków
 Most visitors enter via the international 
airport, John Paul II International Airport, 
or the main train station, Kraków G ówny. 
The bus station is adjacent to the train 
station and transport options are the same. 
Public transportation and taxis are available 
from all entry points.

A  From John Paul II International 
Airport
Take a taxi, the train, or bus 292 or 208, to 
Kraków G ówny Train Station, from where 
you can find onward transport.

L From Kraków G ówny Train 
Station (or Bus Station)

 Destination Best Transport 

Old Town Walk 10 minutes south, 
passing through Galeria 
Krakowska shopping 
centre and an underpass, 
to arrive at the northern 
end of Old Town.

Wawel Hill Taxi or tram 10 to ‘Wawel’

Kazimierz Taxi or tram 3, 19, 24 to 
‘Miodowa’ or tram 10 to 
‘Plac Wolnica’

Podgórze Taxi or tram 3, 19, 24 to 
‘Plac Bohaterów Getta’

A At the Airport
 John Paul II International Airport The 
international arrivals hall is well set up, with 
numerous ATMs in the concourse as well as 
restaurants and cafes, car-hire desks and a 
branch of the InfoKraków tourist information 
office (open daily 9am-7pm).

Getting Around
 Kraków’s public transport system is affordable 
and efficient. Most visitors will be able to get 
around easily by walking or hopping on a tram. 
Public buses run from the airport to the centre. 
Taxis fill the gap after 11pm when most trams 
and buses stop running.

U  Tram
 In the centre, the network is dense, and 
you’ll likely have several options for moving 
from place to place. Trams 1, 6, 8, 13 and 
18 are best for reaching the Rynek G ówny. 
Trams 6, 8 and 13 run from near the Rynek to 
Kazimierz. Trams 3, 9, 19, 24, 50 are best for 
Podgórze. Use the Plac Bohaterów Getta stop 
for Schindler’s Factory.

J  Bus
 Buses are aimed more at residents and serve 
commuters moving to and from outlying 
districts. Tickets for buses and trams are 
interchangeable. Individual tickets allow 
for unlimited transfers between trams and 
buses. Validate your ticket on boarding the 
vehicle.

K  Taxis 
 Taxis are convenient for late-night rides back 
to the hotel and airport transfers. The number 
of rogue drivers has decreased in recent 
years, but it’s safer to order a taxi by phone 
than hail one from the street.

H  Bicycle
 There are too many cars and trams sharing 
the roads to call Kraków a cycling paradise. 
That said, officials continue to build out 
the trail infrastructure and there are some 
beautiful rides along the banks of the 
Vistula.

Your Daily Budget
 Budget less than €50 

  Dorm beds €10 20

  Excellent supermarkets for self-catering

  Herring and a shot of vodka €3

Midrange €50 150 
  Double room at midrange hotel €80 100

  Dinner with starter and wine €25 30

  Museum admission €5

Top End more than €150 
  Double room at luxury hotel €100 180

  Four-course dinner at best restaurant €60

  Best seat at the opera €50

Useful  Websites
   Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/

krakow) Destination information, hotel book-
ings, traveller forum and more.

  Magiczny Kraków (www.krakow.pl) Official 
tourism website.

  Kraków Info (www.krakow-info.com) Great 
overview of practical tips.

  Karnet Kraków (www.karnet.krakow.pl) 
Useful schedule of cultural events.

Advance Planning
 Three months before Book your hotel room, 
especially if you’re travelling over a holiday.

One month before Buy tickets online for 
Wawel Royal Castle and Rynek Underground. 
Check Karnet Kraków to see what’s on.

One week before Buy tickets online for 
Schindler’s Factory. Reserve tables at 
better restaurants.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

 Several types of tickets 
and passes are available.

 Buy tickets from 
machines located on 
board vehicles (have 
coins ready) or from 
news kiosks at important 
stops.

 Remember to validate 
your ticket in stamp-
ing machines when you 
board; spot checks are 
frequent.

 Taxis
 y Best for... Late-night 
rides back to the hotel, 
airport transfers and 
when you’re running late.

  While the number of 
rogue drivers has de-
creased in recent years, 
it’s better to order a taxi 
by phone rather than hail 
one o   the street.

 The meter starts at 
7z  and rises 2.30z  
per kilometre travelled. 
Rates rise to 3.50z  per 
kilometre from 10pm to 
6am and on Sundays.

 Companies that 
employ reliable drivers 
and can handle requests 
in English include  iTaxi 
(%737 737 737; www.itaxi.pl), 
 Euro Taxi (%12 266 6111, 12 
19664) and  Lajkonik Taxi. 
(%12 19628)

  Bicycle
 y Best for... Sightseeing 
and riding along the river.

  Despite heavy tra   c, 
ubiquitous golf carts 
ferrying tourists, horse 
carriages and trams, 
Kraków has become 
more bike-friendly.

 For rentals, recom-
mended out  tters 
(closed winter) include 
 Dwa Ko a (%12 421 5785; 
ul Józefa 5; per 3hr/day 
20/40z ; h10am-6pm; j6, 
8, 10, 13) and  Krk Bike 
Rental. (%509 267 733; 
www.krkbikerental.pl; ul w 
Anny 4; per hour/day 9/50z ; 
j2, 13, 18, 20)

Essential 
Information

  Business Hours
 Most places adhere to the 
hours below. Shopping 
centres have longer hours 
and are open daily from 
9am to 8pm. Museums 
are usually closed on 
Mondays.

Banks 8am to 5pm 
Monday to Friday

O   ces 8am to 5pm 
Monday to Friday

Shops 9am to 6pm Mon-
day to Friday, 10am to 
2pm or 3pm Saturday

 Arriving 
in Kraków
 y Top Tip For the best 
way to get to your accom-
modation, see p17

 John Paul II 
International 
Airport
 Kraków’s main interna-
tional gateway,  John Paul 
II International Airport 
(KRK; %information 12 295 
5800; www.krakowairport.pl; 
Kapitana Mieczys awa Med-
weckiego 1, Balice; W), is in 
Balice, 11km west of the 
city. Facilities include a 
bar and restaurant, infor-
mation desks, car-rental 
agencies, accommoda-
tion agencies, bank ATMs 
and money-exchange 
offices.

 Trains depart once or 
twice an hour between 
4am and 11.30pm, run-
ning to Kraków G ówny 
train station. To reach the 
train, take a free shuttle 
bus to a nearby train sta-
tion. Buy tickets on board 
(10z ) for the 18-minute 
journey.

 Public buses 292 and 
208 run from the airport 
to Kraków’s main bus 
station and require a 4z  
ticket.

 A taxi between the 
airport and the city centre 
costs about 90z .

Kraków G ówny 
 Train Station
 Remodeled and gleam-
ing  Kraków G ówny 
Train Station (Map 
p106, B3; Dworzec G ówny; 
%information 22 391 9757; 
www.pkp.pl; Plac Dworcowy; 
j2, 3, 4, 10, 14, 19, 24, 52), 
on the northern outskirts 
of the Old Town, handles 
international trains 
and most domestic rail 
services. Enter and exit 
the station through the 
Galeria Krakowska shop-
ping centre.

 Walk to the Old Town in 
about 10 minutes by fol-
lowing ul Pawia south.

 Trams connect the 
station to all parts of the 
city. Most trams stop 
south of the station, on 
the northern edge of the 
Old Town.

Kraków Bus 
Station
 Nearly all international 
and domestic coaches 
use Kraków’s modern 
 bus station (Map p106, B3; 
%703 403 340; www.mda.
malopolska.pl; ul Bosacka 
18; hinformation 7am-8pm; 
j2, 3, 4, 10, 14, 19, 24, 52). 

The station is adjacent to 
the Kraków G ówny Train 
Station on the northern 
fringe of the Old Town. 
Enter and exit the station 
through the Galeria Kra-
kowska shopping centre.

 Walk to the Old Town in 
about 10 minutes by fol-
lowing ul Pawia south.

 Trams connect the 
station to all parts of the 
city. Most trams stop 
south of the station, on 
the northern edge of the 
Old Town.

Getting 
Around
 Most tourist attractions 
in the centre are within 
easy walking distance. For 
longer distances, Kraków 
has a cheap and efficient 
 public transport system 
(Miejskie Przedsi biorstwo 
Komunikacyjne/MPK; 
%19150; www.mpk.krakow.
pl) of trams and buses.

Trams &  Buses 
 y Best for... Moving 
from the centre of the city 
to outlying areas or going 
from the Old Town to 
Podgórze.

   Trams and buses run 
between 5am and 11pm.

Tickets & Passes
 Tickets are interchangeable on trams and buses. 
Buy tickets at newsstands near tram stops or at 
automated ticket machines on board. If you’re 
staying longer than a few hours, buy a day or 
multiday pass. Options include:

Basic ticket Valid 40 minutes; adult/concession 
3.80/1.90z

Short-term ticket Valid 20 minutes; adult/ 
concession 2.80/1.40z

One-day ticket Valid 24 hours; adult/concession 
15/7.50z

Two-day ticket Valid 48 hours; adult/concession 
24/12z

Three-day ticket Valid 72 hours; adult/conces-
sion 36/18z
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Kazimierz (p62)
Once an independent 
town, its mixed Jewish 
and Christian populations 
created a pair of 
distinctive communities 
side by side.

Top Sights
Galicia Jewish Museum

Eastern Kraków 
(p104)
Here Kraków loses its 
aura of medieval magic 
and holiday haven and 
takes on the rhythms of 
the workaday world.

  

 

 

Wawel Hill & 
Around (p22)
The hill-top castle was 
the seat of kings for over 
500 years, from the 
earliest days of the 
Polish state.

Top Sights
Royal Wawel Castle

Old Town (p36)
The centre of Kraków life 
since the 13th century, 
and still going strong. 
Packed with historical 
buildings, monuments 
and much more. 

Top Sights
St Mary's Basilica
Rynek Underground
Collegium Maius

Podgórze (p82)
A working class district 
on the upswing as 
clubs and cafes open 
up and trendy 
Kazimierz spills over 
across the river.

Top Sights
Schindler's Factory

Western Kraków 
(p94)
This mainly residential 
area with large wooded 
areas and historic 
mounds represents 
Kraków at its most 
artistic and verdant.

Worth a Trip
Top Sights

Auschwitz-Birkenau 
Memorial & Museum
Wielickza Salt Mine

 Kraków 
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918

see the main stage, which still crackles 
with that old vibe.

2 Political Favourite 
 Even if you don’t stop for a coffee at 
  Noworolski (%515 100 998, 12 422 4771; 
www.noworolski.com.pl; Rynek G ówny 1, 
Sukiennice; h8.30am-midnight; j1, 6, 8, 
13, 18), pause to admire the stunning 
Art Nouveau interiors by Polish artist 
 Józef Mehoffer. As the sign outside 
says, the Noworolski has been here 
since 1910, serving the likes of Lenin 
and later becoming a favourite haunt 
of occupying German Nazi officers. It 
sailed through the communist period 
intact, and still feels timeless.

3 Communist Classic
 Clubs in Kraków come and go with 
the season, but   Feniks (%12 421 5093; 
feniksklub.com; ul w Jana 2; h4pm-9.30pm 
Sun-Thu, to 5am Sat & Sun; W; j1, 6, 8, 
13, 18), hiding in plain sight right 
on the main square, is still largely 
unchanged from communist days. 
The red velvet curtains and white 
tablecloths lend a throwback feel.

4 Flapper Style
 Sure, the Polish food here at   Europejska 
(%12 429 3493; www.europejska.pl; Rynek 
G ówny 35; mains 25-45z ; h8am-midnight; 
j2, 4, 14, 18, 20, 24) is good, but most 
people come to soak up the old-
world atmosphere of the restaurant’s 
two back rooms. Striped wallpaper, 

green-velvet banquettes and old 
gramophones lend a genuine 1920s, 
flapper-era feel.

5 Rogues’ Gallery 
   Vis-à-vis (%12 422 6961; Rynek G ówny 
29; h8am-1am; j1, 6, 8, 13, 18), with its 
tiny stand-up bar, is famous for hav-
ing the cheapest beer prices on the 
main square and for being a haunt of 
artists, painters, poets, singers and 
actors.

6 Pub for the Ages 
 The   Piwnica Pod Baranami (%12 422 
0177; www.piwnicapodbaranami.krakow.
pl; Rynek G ówny 27; j1, 6, 8, 13, 18), or 
‘Under the Rams’, harks back to the 
mid-1950s when it functioned as 
a ‘literary cabaret’. Nowadays, the 
program is a bit sporadic, but the 
place continues to host a summer jazz 
festival in July and other concerts 
and recitals throughout the year. It’s a 
classic Kraków cellar pub.

7 Real Cakes & Apple Strudel 
 Sure, there are plenty of bigger and 
more attractive cafes than   Arlekin 
(%12 430 2457; www.arlekin-krakow.pl; 
Rynek G ówny 24; j2, 13, 18, 20) on the 
main square, but locals – particularly 
older Krakovian ladies of the blue-
haired bent – still consider this small, 
narrow space to serve the best and 
most authentic cakes and pastries in 
town.

 Kraków’s main square, the Rynek 
G ówny, is one of Central Europe’s 
liveliest public arenas, filled with 
horse carriages, buskers, hawkers, 
and hundreds if not thousands of 
people sitting down to a cup of 
coffee and piece of cream cake. For 
centuries, this was not a tourist at-
traction but the city’s nerve centre 
and intellectual heart. While much 
of the modern-day square has been 
given over to visitors, the following 
institutions are still going strong.

  Local Life
Historic Clubs & Cafes

1 Epic Club 
 Legendary   Klub Pod Jaszczurami (%12 
429 4538; www.podjaszczurami.pl; Rynek 
G ówny 8; hnoon-1am Sun-Wed, to 3am 
Thu-Sat; j1, 6, 8, 13, 18) has been pack-
ing in students for happenings since 
the 1960s, and the black-and-white 
photos of performances through the 
years plastered on the walls testify 
to its pedigree. It’s suffered a bit of a 
climbdown these days, hosting karaoke 
nights and DJs, but peek inside and 
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Wawel Royal Castle (p24)

 The  history of Poland’s former royal capital reads 
like an epic novel,  lled with plenty of moments 
when it seems all is lost only to have greatness 
restored at the very last moment.

Royal Capital 
 Kraków became the capital of Poland in 1038 and 
was centred near Wawel Castle. The capital was 
burned to the ground in 1241 by marauding Tatars, 
but enterprising residents took the opportunity to 
move the city to its current location around the 
market square and to surround it with impenetra-
ble walls. Under the enlightened leadership of Ka-
zimierz III Wielki (Casimir III the Great; 1333–70), 
the city thrived. Its success is symbolised by the 
founding of Jagiellonian University in 1364.

Demotion & Decline
 The city’s status slipped badly in 1596 when Poland’s 
capital was moved to a rival city, Warsaw, though 
Kraków remained the site of coronations and royal 
burials. The move prompted several centuries of 
decline, culminating in a decision by the occupying  
Austrian Empire to relegate the city to the periph-
eral province of Galicia in the 19th century.

World War &  Communism
 After independent Poland was restored following 
WWI, Kraków once again thrived – but another 
bout of tragedy was just around the corner with 
WWII. The German occupation during the war 
led to the murder of the city’s academic elite and 
the slaughter of tens of thousands of its Jewish 
citizens in the Holocaust. The communist govern-
ment added more misery by building a heavily 
polluting steelworks at Nowa Huta.

 Best  Royal History 
Wawel Royal Castle The 
centre of power for five 
centuries and the endur-
ing emblem of the Polish 
state. (p24 )

Collegium Maius 
The oldest surviving 
university building in 
Poland, and one of the 
best examples of Gothic 
architecture in the city. 
(p42 )

Cloth Hall The focal 
point of the grand Rynek 
G ówny and once the 
centre of Kraków’s medi-
eval cloth trade. (p48 )

Historic Sites
Best

Best  Churches 
St Mary’s Basilica The 
church’s two uneven tow-
ers are the symbol of the 
city. (p38 )

Wawel Cathedral 
Witness to countless 
coronations and the final 
resting place of Polish 
monarchs, heroes and 
presidents. (p26 )

Basilica of St Francis 
Gorgeous church en-
livened by fantastic Art 
Nouveau stained-glass 
windows by artist 
Stanis aw Wyspia ski. 
(p29 )

Best  Museums 
Rynek Underground The 
‘Middle Ages meets 21st 
century’ experience is 
enhanced by holograms 
and audiovisual wizardry. 
(pictured top left ; p40)

Museum of Pharmacy 
One of the largest muse-
ums of its kind anywhere, 
with heaps of old lab 
equipment and rare phar-
maceutical instruments. 
(p48 )

Historical Museum 
of Kraków Home to an 
engaging, interactive 
exhibition that charts the 
city from its earliest days 
to WWI. (p49 )
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Worth A 
Trip

 Twelve kilome-
tres southwest 
of the centre, 
the   Benedictine 
Abbey of SS Peter 
& Paul (Opactwo 
Benedyktynów w Ty cu; 
%12 688 5450; www.
tyniec.benedyktyni.
pl; ul Benedykty ska 
37, Tyniec; museum 
adult/concession 7/5zl, 
church free; hmuseum 
10am-6pm; g112) 
dramatically rises 
on a cliff above the 
Vistula. To reach 
the abbey, take bus 
112 from the Rondo 
Grunwaldzkie, the 
roundabout on the 
west side of Grun-
wald Bridge.
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 Tipping

  In restaurants, tip 10% 
to reward good service. 
Leave the tip in the 
pouch the bill is delivered 
in or hand the money 
directly to the server.

 Tip hairdressers, tour 
guides and other personal 
services 10% of the total.

 Taxis drivers won’t ex-
pect a tip, but it’s  ne to 
round the fare up to the 
nearest 10z  increment.

  Public Holidays
 New Year’s Day 1 January

Epiphany 6 January

Easter Sunday March 
or April

Easter Monday March 
or April

State Holiday 1 May

Constitution Day 3 May

Pentecost Sunday 
Seventh Sunday after 
Easter

Corpus Christi Ninth 
Thursday after Easter

Assumption Day 15 
August

All Saints’ Day 1 
November

Independence Day 11 
November

Christmas 25 and 26 
December

 Safe Travel
 Kraków is a relatively 
low-crime city and you’re 
not likely to experience 
serious problems. Pick-
pocketing and petty theft, 
however, remain rife, es-
pecially around the main 
tourist attractions. Keep 
valuables out of reach and 
be alert in crowds and on 

public transport. If you are 
the victim of a pickpocket, 
report the crime as soon 
as possible at any nearby 
police station.

 Telephone

 Domestic & 
International Calls

  Poland’s country code 
is %48.

 All telephone numbers, 
landline and mobile, have 
nine digits. It’s not neces-
sary to dial a %‘0’ before 
calling between cities 
within Poland. Simply 
dial the unique nine-digit 
number.

 This guide lists land-
lines as %12 345 6789, 
with the  rst two num-
bers corresponding to the 
former city code. Mobile 
phone numbers are listed 
as %123 456 789.

Restaurants Breakfast 
from 9am or 10am to 
noon, lunch noon to 3pm, 
dinner from 6pm to 11pm 
daily

  Discount Cards
 The Krakow Card (www.
krakowcard.com) avail-
able from InfoKraków 
tourist information 
offices, includes travel 
on public transport and 
entry to many museums 
(2/3 days 100/120z ). 
It’s worth the investment 
if you plan on seeing 
several museums.

 ElectricityType C

230V/50Hz

 Emergency
 General emergency  
%112 (mobile phone only)

 Ambulance %999

 Fire %998

 Police %997

Money
 The official Polish cur-
rency is the z oty, abbrevi-
ated to z . It’s divided into 
100 groszy, abbreviated to 
gr. Banknotes come in de-
nominations of 10z , 20z , 
50z , 100z  and 200z , 
and coins in 1gr, 2gr, 5gr, 
10gr, 20gr and 50gr, and 
1z , 2z  and 5z . Hold on to 
coins and small notes for 
tram tickets and cafes.

 ATMs

  ATMs are ubiquitous, 
particularly along main 
streets or in neighbour-
hood centres.

 ATMs accept both Visa 
and MasterCard, as well 
as other international 
cash cards. ATMs require 
a four-digit PIN code.

 Instead of exchanging 
cash, withdraw cash as 
needed from an ATM. 
Conversion fees are nor-
mally better than banks 
or exchange counters.

 Cash 

  Change money at 
banks or kantors (private 
currency-exchange of-
 ces). Find these along 

main streets as well as 
at travel agencies, train 
stations and post o   ces. 
Rates vary, so it’s best to 
shop around.

 Kantors are usually 
open between 9am and 
6pm on weekdays and 
to 2pm on Saturday, but 
some open longer and a 
few stay open 24 hours.

 Kantors exchange cash 
only. The most common 
and easily changed are 
US dollars, euros and UK 
pounds.

 Credit Cards 

  Major credit cards, like 
Visa and MasterCard, 
are widely accepted for 
goods and services. You 
may experience a prob-
lem with small transac-
tions (under 10z ).

 American Express 
cards are typically ac-
cepted at larger hotels 
and restaurants, though 
they are not as widely 
recognised as other 
cards.

  Money-Saving Tips
  Choose your main restaurant meal at lunch. Many restaurants o  er spe-

cially discounted two- and three-course lunch menus.

 Take advantage of the many canteen-like restaurants around town, includ-
ing student-oriented vegetarian restaurants and traditional Polish milk bars 
(bar mleczny), where  lling meals can be had for around 20z .

 Most museums set aside one day a week for free admission. Entry is free on 
Sundays to the many  ne exhibitions a   liated with the National Museum in 
Kraków (www.mnk.pl).

 If you’re planning on using trams extensively, purchase the heavily dis-
counted 24-, 48- and 72-hour passes instead of individual tickets.

   149148  Survival Guide

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of  Kraków 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Kraków 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Best Walks
See the city on foot

 Kraków ’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :

000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

¡

¡

£

¡

¡

¡

¡

¡

£

¡

¡

#

#

#

þ

þ

þ

#

#

#

æ

æ

æ

#ï

#

#

#

#

ý

û

ý

û

Pont du
Carroussel

Pont
Royal

1er

8e

Cour
Napoléo

Pl d
Pala
Roy

Pl du
Carrousel

Jardin du
Carrousel

Pl de
l'Opéra

Pl des
Pyramides

Jardin des
Tuileries

R
Ro

ya
le

Bd
M

alesherbes

Bd des Italiens

R
St
-F
lo
re
nt
in

Av
de

l'O
péra

R
Tr
on

ch
et

R Auber

R
de

la
Pa
ix

R de Rivoli

R du Quatre Septembre

R
Sc

rib
e

R
de

R
ic
he

lie
uAv

de
l'O

péra

Q des Tuileries

Q du Louvre

Bd des Capucines

Av
du

G
én
ér
al
Le
m
on

ni
er

R Villedo

R
du

M
ar
ch

é
St
-H
on

or
é

R
d'
Al
ge
r

R
Vo

ln
ey

R
G
ai
llo
n

R du Faubourg St-Honoré

R
M
oli
èr
e

R
de

l'E
ch
el
le

R
D
uphot

R Thérèse

R Daunou

R
des Capucines

R Danielle Casanova

R
de

la
So

ur
di
èr
e

R
de

G
ra
m
on

t

R de Sèze

R duMont Thabor

R
St
-R
oc
h

R
Ca

m
bo

n

R des Petits Champ

Pyramides

Opéra

Concorde

Madeleine

Tuileries

Palais Royal –
Musée du

Louvre

Quatre
Septembre

Musée du
Louvre

Jeu de
Paume

Jardin des
Tuileries

Place
Vendôme6

5

3 22

19

14

16

23 24

25

1

#
#
æ 1
ý 21

A

1

3

4

5

B C D

2

 For reviews see
   Top Sights p104
   Sights p112
   Eating p113
   Drinking p114
   Entertainment p115
   Shopping p116

1

28 The Louvre  & Les Halles

02a-explore-the-louvre.indd   28 19/08/2011   11:08:57 AM

Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Lonely Planet’s 
 Kraków 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Kraków .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.
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Kraków’s main market square, Rynek Główny (p44)
CAPTURE/GETTY IMAGES ©

Welcome to 
Kraków

 If you believe the legends, Kraków was founded on the 
defeat of a dragon, and it’s true a mythical atmosphere 
permeates its medieval streets and squares. However, 
there’s more to this royal, regal former capital than history 
and myth. The squares and alleyways pulse with modern 
life – creating a harmonious, infectious blend of past and 
present.

QuickStart 
Guide

Kraków Top Sights ....................................................8
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Kraków Day Planner ................................................ 14

Need to Know ........................................................... 16
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